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spent the rest of the summer at Vilkblino. Then he retraced his
steps, following the return of his flocks to the south; and on the
ist November, Giner, Cossio and Azcarate could count on him
in Madrid. Until well over 80, he made most of his journeys by
mule, dressed in the style of the country. Once having become
republican he never wavered; and he settled his religious doubts
by never attending church in Villablino, but by generally going
to service at Moreruela. He looked after his institutions him-
self. He lived near them, and liked to be able to see them when
he looked out of the window. He had no children of his own,
and for that reason directed all his paternal sentiments to the
protection of children and their education and to giving them a
start in life.

His example bore fruit* The Leonese were not going to let
Sierra Pambley do everything. In strange contradiction to the
rest of Spain, where everyone waits for government to take
the first step, and expects everything to be done from above,
individuals in Leon began to follow his example and do things
for themselves. One village (Sosas de Laceana) built its own
school, with no contribution from the village council and still
less from the State. In Leon itself, Julio del Campo, a quarry-
man who had made money, built a school in memory of his
father-in-law, adorned it with busts carved by his own hand and
his nephew's, and inscribed thereon the letters of the alphabet,
the numerals and the names of his companions, the quarrymen,
stonemasons, carpenters, and smiths who had helped him.

Into this atmosphere of pride, independence and endeavour
was born, on 13th April, 1840, Gumersindo de Azcarate. His
birthday was the day of the extravagant Visigothic Saint, San
Gumersindo, whose name he accordingly bore; but he some-
times confided to friends that he wished his name had been
simpler.

The Azcarates were north-country people "on all four
sides", as they say in Spain. His paternal grandfather, Tomas de
Azcarate, came from Navarre, and the name certainly sounds as
if it were of Basque origin. He married Clara del Corral, a
lady from Bedoya, near Santander. His grandfather on the